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this part. This part also describes how
interested parties may request a legal
opinion on whether an activity is with-
in a federal credit union’s incidental
powers or apply to add new activities
or categories to the regulation. An ac-
tivity approved in a legal opinion to an
interested party or as a result of an ap-
plication by an interested party to add
new activities or categories is recog-
nized as an incidental powers activity
for all federal credit unions. This part
does not apply to the activities of cor-
porate credit unions.

§721.2 What is an incidental powers
activity?

An incidental powers activity is one
that is necessary or requisite to enable
you to carry on effectively the business
for which you are incorporated. An ac-
tivity meets the definition of an inci-
dental power activity if the activity:

(a) Is convenient or useful in car-
rying out the mission or business of
credit unions consistent with the Fed-
eral Credit Union Act;

(b) Is the functional equivalent or
logical outgrowth of activities that are
part of the mission or business of cred-
it unions; and

(c) Involves risks similar in nature to
those already assumed as part of the
business of credit unions.

§721.3 What categories of activities
are preapproved as incidental pow-
ers necessary or requisite to carry
on a credit union’s business?

The categories of activities in this
section are preapproved as incidental
to carrying on your business under
§721.2. The examples of incidental pow-
ers activities within each category are
provided in this section as illustrations
of activities permissible under the par-
ticular category, not as an exclusive or
exhaustive list.

(a) Certification services. Certification
services are services whereby you at-
test or authenticate a fact for your
members’ use. Certification services
may include such services as notary
services, signature guarantees, certifi-

cation of electronic signatures, and
share draft certifications.
(b) Correspondent services. Cor-

respondent services are services you
provide to other credit unions that you
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are authorized to perform for your
members or as part of your operation.
These services may include loan proc-
essing, loan servicing, member check
cashing services, disbursing share with-
drawals and loan proceeds, cashing and
selling money orders, performing inter-
nal audits, and automated teller ma-
chine deposit services.

(c) Electronic financial services. Elec-
tronic financial services are any serv-
ices, products, functions, or activities
that you are otherwise authorized to
perform, provide, or deliver to your
members but performed through elec-
tronic means. Electronic services may
include automated teller machines,
electronic fund transfers, online trans-
action processing through a web site,
web site hosting services, account ag-
gregation services, and Internet access
services to perform or deliver products
or services to members.

(d) Excess capacity. Excess capacity is
the excess use or capacity remaining in
facilities, equipment, or services that:
You properly invested in or estab-
lished, in good faith, with the intent of
serving your members; and you reason-
ably anticipate will be taken up by the
future expansion of services to your
members. You may sell or lease the ex-
cess capacity in facilities, equipment
or services such as office space, em-
ployees and data processing.

(e) Financial counseling services. Fi-
nancial counseling services means ad-
vice, guidance or services that you
offer to your members to promote
thrift or to otherwise assist members
on financial matters. Financial coun-
seling services may include income tax
preparation service, electronic tax fil-
ing for your members, counseling re-
garding estate and retirement plan-
ning, investment counseling, and debt
and budget counseling.

(f) Finder activities. Finder activities
are activities in which you introduce
or otherwise bring together outside
vendors with your members so that the
two parties may negotiate and consum-
mate transactions. Finder activities
may include offering third party prod-
ucts and services to members through
the sale of advertising space on your
web site, account statements and re-
ceipts, or selling statistical or con-
sumer financial information to outside
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